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basis on which such a system must work. 
The senate, which is just appointed, is cm-

’powered, be it observed, to grant degrees,
in medicine. Already does the new charter
secure to the teachers in the medical de-

partment of King’s College, that the matri-
culation tickets of their pupils shall entitle
the candidates to be examined by the senate
in the new University. Now, this advan-

tage is conferred upon a medical school,
which, probably, with only one exception,
is the least efficient, is the worst, in London.

Why, then, is that place preferred ? Because
the lectures are delivered in a pompous

pile of buildings, and because it enjoys the

patronage of the aristocracy. We are

bound, therefore, to declare that the selection
of such an establishment as the medical

department of Kiug’s College, on this oc-
casion, reflects discredit either on the

tnoires or on the judgment of the advisers of
the Crown, and holds out an example to the
senate, which may be adopted, in many in-

stances, to the exclusion of the most gifted
of our students from the honours and

rewards of the new University, and to the

irreparable injury of a majority of our

private teachers in medicine.

MEDICAL WITNESSES ACT.

H. ALFORD.

To the Editor of THE LANCET.
, SIR:&mdash;We have great pleasure in bearing
testimony to the success of the Medical Wit-
nesses Act in this town. The legal fee was
immediately paid to us by the overseer of
the parish, on the production of the coroner’s
order. The inquest was held Dec. 3rd. We
think that it was the first order issued under
the new Act here. We are your obedient
servants,

WoRTS & WALKER, Surgeons.
Colchester, Dec. 12, 1826.

SIR :&mdash;I should have replied before to

your enquiries relative to the operation of
the Medical Witnesses Act, but I was not
ahle to obtain the requisite information for
some days after receiving your lett4er.

I find that only one of the surgeons of the
Union has been called in to give evidenceat
inquests since the Act came into operation ;
and of two which he has attended, he re-

ceived on each occasion-an order from the
coroner for the guinea, fee. One was paid,
I believe, at once, but on the second some
difficulty arose as to what parish was liable,
No objection, however, has been made to
complying with the provisions of the Act
(so far as I have been able to learn) in any
one instance. I am, Sir, your obedient ser.
vant,

H. ALFORD.
5, Hammet-street, Taunton,

Dec. 12, 1836.

MEETING AT SOUTHAMPTON.

To the Editor of THE LANCET.
SIR:&mdash;You will probably be furnished

with a report of the proceedings of a meet.
ing of medical gentlemen which was held
at Southampton on the 29th of November,
to establish a branch of the Provincial
Medical and Surgical Association in the
Southern division of England. I do not
know what title you may be pleased to put
to the report, but I would suggest one to
be drawn from the chief promoters’ own
epithets, employed in their speeches. I can
assure you that if derived from those sources
it would be not less correct than candid, and
more explanatory than any other. It might,
then, stand thus :-
"AN ASSOCIATION FOR EXTENDING AND

ENFORCING

THE HOMAGE DUE FROM HUMBLE
AND IMPOTENT BRITISH MEDI-
CAL PRACTITIONERS,
TO THEIR LORDS AND MASTERS OF THE

PROVINCIAL HOSPITALS,
AND THE DUBS AND PURES IN GENERAL."

In framing such a title for the meeting no
draught, I say, need be made on the fancy
or imagination. These terms were supplied
in speeches which afforded abundant evi.
dence that the Worcester-Winchester-Chi-
chester scheme has been concocted to decoy
the southern " subordinates " into the pay-
ment of an annual homage and fealty to the
" great and distinguished shepherds" of the
profession, at Winchester, Chichester, An-
dover, Portsmouth, or other southern county.
Nothing more than such a title, and a re-
perusal of your just and acute remarks in
THE LANCET of July 30, on the designs of the
Parent "Migratory" Association, can be
necessary to open any half-closed eyes of
attendants at the meeting, to the real objects
of the bombastically-extolled branch," and
I do trust that those gentlemen who may
have been momentarily delud ed on that
occasion will refrain, on their return, from
attempting to persuade their professional
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brethren who remained at home, to fall in
with the views of the haughty folks who
61 honoured’’ the meeting (faugh !) with
their" pure " and 11 high-moral" presence,
nor ask them to
&deg;&deg; Call these nepot sovereigns THEms,
And do them homage, as obedient subjects,
Or lie, like dogs, beneath their masters’ feet."

Net one word was publicly said at the meet-
ing by the promoters of the club, in advo-
cacy of the great reform which is demanded
in the government of the profession. On the
contrary, one of them avouched that the me-
dical corporations had done everything for
the profession which could be expected from
them by virtue of their authority as -ruling
bodies.

If you do me the favour to insert this
communication in your next week’s LANCET,
allow me at the same time the opportunity
of asking the committee, or council, for the
time being, of the projected BRITISH MEDI-
cnt ASSOCIATION, what they are doing all
this time respecting that institution. Torpor
or backwardness at this moment will prove
an inexpiable crime towards their profes-
sional brethren. I await anxiously some
news on the subject, being one of several
medical practitioners in Hants who are de-
laying a winter visit to London, for the ex-
press purpose of accomplishing, at one jour-
ney,the double purpose of attending to gene-
ral business in town, and being present at
the first public meeting of the Association.

I remain, Sir,
Your obedient servant,
A SOUIH-COUNTY SURGEON.

Portsmouth, Dec. 3, 1836.

, An official report of the meeting at
Southampton has been forwarded to us, and
an abridgement of the document will be
fcund at pages 434-39 of this week’s LANCET.

WESTMINSTER MEDICAL SOCIETY.

Saturday, December 3rd, 1836.
Mr. HALE THOMSON, President.

DEATH RESULTING FROM IMPROPER FOOD.

Mr. THURNAM asked for advice on the
following case, as he had to give evidence on
an inquest relating thereto :--A man, his
wife, and three children, ate some bacon on
the 22nd of October last, which was pur-
chased at a very low price, had a very
yellow colour, smelt very badly, and was
studded throughout with small black spots.
About half an hour after dinner the man was
seized with a burning pain in the stomach,
nausea, and headach ; for this he took
ca1omel and salts; but was very languid
next day, had pain in the rectum and

bladder, and difficulty in making water.
He was unwell for several days. The wife
also had pain in the stomach, vom;ting.
purging, and hiccough, and she was ill for
several days. The daughters sutfered more
severely; the eldest, aged 14, in addition
to the severe pain in the stomach, vomiting,
and purging, was affeeted with palpitation
of the heart. The vomiting, &c., continuing,
they were admitted into the Chelsea Dispen-
sary, and treated as though suffering from
continued fever, with severe abdominal com-
plication. The previous history had not
been detailed by the parents. The younger
girl became convalescent, but as the sister
did not improve she was admitted into the
Westminster Hospital on the 8th of Nov.
The above particulars, however, were not
obtained until about a week since. On
admission into the hospital the symptoms
were, severe pain in the epigastrium and
right hypochondrium, purging, amounting
nearly-to dysentery, and tenesmus; exces-
sive thirst, and general fever. The case
was treated as one of simple fever with
severe abdominal complication; bleedings,
demulcent drinks, fomentations, poultices,
and blisters, formed the treatment, which
appeared for a few days to give relief; but
the symptoms afterwards returned, and she
died on Friday night. On examination after
death nothing important was found either
in the brain or the thorax. Peritonitis had
existed to a great extent; there was ag-
glutination of the folds of the intestines
together, extreme ulceration of the small
and large intestines, decreasing in extent
towards the stomach and rectum&mdash;the ilium,
near its union with the colon, was perforated.
The stomach was congested. The question
he (Mr. T.) wished to put to the Society
was, whether it was likely that this bacon
was a portion of that which was said to

have been mixed with arsenic at the fire in
Tooley-street?

Dr. JOHNSON said the fever was the effect
of the local irritation, and he did not think
that the irritation was produced by arsenic.
Regarding the bacon alluded to, he had at.
tended the late Mr. Goodchild, and that
gentleman informed him (Dr. J.) that the
bacon supposed to have come -into contact
with the arsenic was burnt. It could not,
therefore, have got into the market. It was
probable that the animal from which the
meat was obtained by the patients in ques-
tion had died from some disease. Arsenic
was a preserver of animal matter, and would
not, therefore, produce the appearances
which were observed in the meat in ques.
tion.

Dr. ADDISON.&mdash;The abdominal irritation
consequent on continued fever was not

generally of the character observed on this
occasion. Even in the worst instances
there was often no pain; but the suddenness
of the attack, the severe pain, the tenesmus


